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MINUTE No 23 OF INQUIRY
Conclusion of Inquiry
[1]

The Government Inquiry into Operation Burnham and related matters (the

Inquiry) will present its final report to the Attorney-General, Hon David Parker, on
17 July 2020.
[2]

The Inquiry acknowledges that this has been a demanding and time

consuming process for core participants, Crown Agencies and others involved. The
Inquiry thanks all those who have contributed to its work.
[3]

The Inquiry has no authority to release its report to anyone other than the

Attorney-General.

In that sense, the Inquiry's report is confidential, and will

remain so until released by the Attorney-General.
[4]

The Inquiry members will not be making any public comment about the

report, in accordance with long-established custom.
[5]

The Inquiry itself will cease once it has provided its report to the Attorney-

General on 17 July 2020.
[6]

The Inquiry Secretariat will continue to operate until 19 August 2020 to deal

with final administrative matters. After that date, any further queries should be
directed to the Department of Internal Affairs.

Status of information relating to the Inquiry
[7]

A number of interim and final orders have been made under s 15 of the

Inquiries Act 2013 (the Act) during the course of the Inquiry. Those orders that are
not already spent continue in effect, except to the extent modified or overtaken by
the orders that follow.
[8]

After the Inquiry has reported, all information held by the Inquiry becomes

official information for the purposes of the Official Information Act 1982 (the
OIA), with two exceptions: 1
(a )

a ny ma tters over which the Inquiry ha s ma de a n order under
s 15(1)(a) of the Act; and

(b)
[9]

any information relating to internal deliberations of the Inquiry.2

Section 15(1)(a) of the Act enables the Inquiry to make orders to forbid

publication of:
(a)

all or part of any evidence or submissions presented to the Inquiry;

(b)

any report or account of the evidence or submissions;

(c)

names or other particulars likely to lead to the identification of
witnesses or other participants in the Inquiry; and

(d)
[10]

any rulings of the Inquiry.

Under s 15(1)(b) and (c) an inquiry may restrict public access to any part of

it and hold any part of it in private.
[11]

The Inquiry has carefully considered the matters set out in s 15(2) of the

Act, as well as the provisions of the OIA that will govern later decisions to release
1
2

Inquiries Act 2013, s 32.
The internal deliberations of the Inquiryare automaticallyprotected bys 32(2)(b) of the Act.

information from their sources or researches that they provided to the Inquiry in
confidence (except to the extent that the order at [19] above applies).
Iriformation held by public sector organisations
[38]

Requests for access to any information related to the Inquiry that is held by

a public sector organisation subject to the OIA and which is not covered by these
orders will be subject to normal OIA processes. This information should be
assessed for protection or release under the OIA in the normal way.
Leave reserved
[39]

We reserve leave for any recipient of this Minute to raise any issues about

the orders made, or the need for further orders. Submissions must be filed in
writing by 4 pm on Wednesday 15 July 2020.

Sir Terence Arnold QC

Core Participants:
Mr Radich QC for New Zealand Defence Force
Mr Nilsson for Mr Stephenson
Mr Hager
Also:
Messrs Martin and Auld for Crown Agencies
Mr McLeod for the Afghan villagers

